

As the diving season is now coming to a close it is probably a good time to look back on the year just gone and to what we can expect in the year ahead.  This season (at least until November) we managed to organise 65 dive trips out to the Miri reefs and wrecks, plunging into the water over 800 times.  Many thanks to all the dive marshals who have made this possible.  

We have tried to have dives organised every weekend, and apart from some clashes on Seacat usage, and some bad weather periods, particularly in September, we have been successful. Now the season is almost over, apart from occasional ad-hoc dive trips.  The North East monsoon will bring larger waves and poorer visibility.  The season will hopefully pick up again towards the end of February, where those who dived around that time this year will remember the shockingly cold water (down to an almost unbearable 23 degrees).

Some of the year’s highlights have been the televised net clearing from Kenyalang (the Baram-8 oil platform wreck) in conjunction with Mr Voo, the trip to dive the Labuan wrecks from Brunei, sightings of both marlin, manta rays, bamboo sharks and leaf scorpion fish (but no whale sharks), and a few occasional days of endless visibility and lots of fish (with many juveniles fish at the start of the season) and nudibranch.  We have managed to dive almost all of our sites, from Eve’s garden at 3m to Sulit at 52m (for those suitably qualified), which demonstrates that Miri can cater to almost all diving interests, as well as being well placed to visit some of the worlds best diving locations in Layang Layang, Sipadan and others.  Diving some of the deeper wrecks off the Brunei coast from Miri is also an option; this was explored during a visit by Cedric Verdier this year. 

In May we officially formed a branch of the British Sub Aqua Club (BSAC) and took advantage of a visit from a National Instructor at the end of May to build up a team of instructors.  So far, with about 60 members, we have managed to run Ocean Diver, Sports Diver, Dive Leader and a Nitrox course.  Many thanks to all the time put in by the instructors and assistant instructors in the classroom, pool and open water.  The Panaga Club in Brunei is also a BSAC club, meaning we should be able to take advantage of any future events (e.g. other National Instructor visits) planned over there as well.

Congratulations to the following for completing their courses:

Ocean Diver: 
Sham, Ungku, Brendan, Homer, Nick, Naoki

Sports Diver: 
Sven, Marianne, Hugh, Guy, Nicolette, Richard

Dive Leader: 
Angie, Steve, Maggie

Diver Coxswain: 
Billy & Michael

Advanced Nitrox: 
Lim Teck Huat, Wong Yuk Choi, Frouke, Angela, Vianney, Marianne

There have been several requests for information on how to have dive kit maintained – not always an easy task here in Miri.  Some possible options are:

· Cylinder hydrostatic testing can be done by B.I.G.  They are based close to Krokop market – contact Mdm Wong on 653995.  It costs 30RM and take a day.

· Mr Voo can service BCDs (the inflator valves need to be serviced, otherwise they can stick).  He can also service several brands of regulators including Mares and APEKS, but not Scubapro or Dacor.  His shop is out by the Parkcity Everly hotel and he can be contacted on voo@tropical-dives.com.

· For Scubapro regulators I have used Sealantis in KL (tel. 03-77269932).  You can ship your regulator over by Poslaju – they will service it and then you TT over the money and have it sent back.  This takes about 2 weeks.

· Other brands and more complicated servicing generally requires work carried out in Singapore e.g. by Soo Seng – khooss@singnet.com.sg.

Even if you do not need to have your kit serviced at this time, the following steps are good practice if you are not going to use it for a while, to make sure there is no salt build up:

Regulators:

· Take the boot (rubber or plastic thing) off your pressure gauge.  This sometimes needs a screwdriver, or some hot water to soften the rubber (this allows you to look for corrosion around the high pressure swivel, and also helps remove salt from the hose connection)

· Attach your regulator to a cylinder and pressurise it (this stops water getting into the hoses and 1st stage

· Soak it in fresh water (e.g. the sail bath) for about 20 minutes, shaking both 2nd stages occasionally

· Take it out of the bath, and purge both regulators to dry them out

· Turn off the cylinder, purge the regulator and detach it, then let it dry

BCDs:

· Rinse them thoroughly on the outside with fresh water.

· Fill the bag up with fresh water (through the corrugated inflation hose), so it is about 1/3 full.  Sometimes a little dettol will help disinfect the inner bag.

· Remove the water, using each of the dump valves.

Next year we will plan more training – there seems to be significant interest in both Ocean Diver and Sports Diver courses.  We will also aim to run a nitrox course or two.  This will place some pressure on the Seacat usage and the (limited) club rental equipment.  Gilles will be looking into options to help out on this.  Please be aware that the training is done on a voluntary basis by the instructors, and please be patient with us as we try and fit it around other demands (work, non-diving activities –  we do have other interests and also going out for a nice relaxing dive).

Hopefully next year we will also be able to run some additional dive trips during the week in working hours (something we only managed once this year), and some more night dives as well.

If you would like to get involved more in the club you would be more than welcome.  We could do with additional help in looking after the PBC dive kit, and also people to organise putting more buoys on the reefs, to reduce any impact from anchoring or dropping the shot.

We hope everyone has a pleasant Christmas and holiday season, both on dry land and underwater.

